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Authors assumed that C would be formed via A.

Lewis acid: TiCl4 (2 eq)

Lewis acid: SnCl4 (1 eq)
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Propose reasonable arrow-pushing mechanisms (1 ➝ 2).
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1. POCl3, DMF, CH2Cl2, reflux
2. 

    Et3N, CH2Cl2, reflux
    then Et3N, MeOH, reflux
    55% (2 steps)

3. H2O2, TFAA, TFA
    0 °C to rt, 73%

HS CO2Me 4. 

    toluene, 100 °C
    63%

5. LiAlH4, THF
    0 °C to rt, 84%1
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